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Inside this issue: 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 

November 3rd.  

Set Your Clock Back 1 hour! 

GTD CHALLENGE 

The Prayer Ministry Team is adding an ounce of                             

encouragement to our  Love To Pray series beginning                

October 20th with our  Guest Through The Door Challenge! 

Each week every adult and child who brings a different 

guest to church can fill out the color specific entry slip at 

the Welcome Center, to win a $50 Walmart Gift card 

(adult) or a $25 Walmart Gift Card (child). Also, A gift          

basket will be  offered, 

GTD Challenge begins Oct. 20 and runs though the final 

Sunday of the Love To Pray series on Dec.8th.                             

Winners will be announced Sunday, Dec 15th.  



Church 

1190 Stahlheber Rd 

Hamilton, OH 45013 

 

Phone  

513-863-7553 

Fax  

513-863-7552 

 

Office Hours 
 

Monday-Friday 

9:30— 2:30 

 

From Dan’s Desk 

Church Staff 

Dan Knisley                          

Senior Minister 

Dan@wscchamilton.org 

 

Daniel Stephens                          

Associate Minister of                 

Teens and Worship 

Daniel@wscchamilton.org 

 

Lance Whitehurst                    

Minister to Children 

Lance@wscchamilton.org 

 

Ellen Sippel                          

Secretary 

Ellen@wscchamilton.org 
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Thankfulness Brings Happiness 

  

The Good Book tells us, “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will 
for you in Christ Jesus” (I Thessalonians 5:18). Why does God want us to be 
thankful? Because He knows that thankfulness is good for us. Thankfulness to 
God for His many blessings warms our hearts with joy and peace and insulates 
us from discontent. Discontent is the bitter fruit we bear in our lives when our 
expectations about life exceed our realities. We focus on what we don’t have 
or what we’d like to have while ignoring what we do have. The love of money 
and the constant complaining are two of the major symptoms of discontent in 
our lives. I’ve never met anyone with this mindset who was truly happy, have 
you?  
 
But thankfulness is God’s way of pruning the bitter fruit of discontent from our 
lives. A thankful heart is a happy, contented heart, while a thankless heart is 
filled with discontent, agitation, and unhappiness.   
 
So thankfulness to God is in our own best interest. The Lord knows this, and so 
he commands us, ”Give thanks in all circumstances.” Can we do that? Can we 
find some reason to thank God no matter what our circumstances? If we can, 
we have found the secret of happiness. For which the world searches in vain. 
 
The 17th century preacher Matthew Henry was robbed while traveling. He 
wrote in his diary that despite his misfortune he was thankful. He noted: “Let 
me be thankful first, because I was never robbed before; second, because       
although they took my purse, they did not take my life; third, because,        
although they took my all, it was not much; and forth, because it was I who 
was robbed, not I who robbed.” 
 
Matthew Henry could have complained, but instead he thanked God. If we    
will do the same God will fill our hearts with joy and protect us from the  
plague of discontent that makes so many people miserable. Are you unhappy? 
Try thankfulness-it works! 

 

      For Him, 
      Dan 
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Juan and Romelia Mauricio began as missionaries in Spanish speaking countries in the 

early 1970’s. They served in Chile, Puerto Rico, and in Mexico.  

 

Today, Juan works in a variety of mission outreach areas in Mexico near the Texas border 

at Eagle Pass. He runs a men’s shelter, distributes tracts and Bibles, provides food and     

resources to the poorer areas of Piedras Negras, Mexico. His benevolent evangelism work 

is called: Mano Amiga. This is best translated as a “Helping Hand” ministry. Juan has also 

been asked to share his experience in ministry as a teacher to the students at Colegio          

Biblico, Texas. 

 

 Romelia, Juan’s wife, holds classes in sewing and gardening for the neighbors of the         

mission house. She also helps feed many groups who stay there.  

 

Juan’s assistant in his mission is Isaac Jaime. He and his wife, Eloisa, along with their three 

children work with a local church and with the Mano Amiga ministry. Both Isaac and 

Eloisa graduated from Colegio Biblico, Mexico. 

 

Every year church and college groups partner with Juan and Isaac to take on various        

projects to help provide resources (roofs and food) and the Gospel to the people of            

Northern Mexico. 

 

Thanks to all who help make our outreach possible. 

 

 MISSION SPOTLIGHT  MISSION SPOTLIGHT: Mauricio Missions of Mexico--                

                      Juan and Romelia Mauricio 
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Support our Troops 

Chaplain Ben Dillon:                        

Ben and Dawn                    

67 Candler Ct.                    

Cameron, N.C. 28376 

 

   

Bible Trivia 

Who said to the disciples of 

Christ, “Let us also go, that 

we may die with Him” ? 

SFC Michael P. Norton                        
Attn: Any Solider                                
HHC 34th ID DIVENG                         
Unit # 117                                        
APO, AE 09374   

PVT Owens, Saxton T.                         
1/6 WPNS co. CAAT1                          
Unit 73145 FPO                                  
AEO9510-3145   

LCPL Siegle, Jeremy                             

CLB-46, SEC. Co.                                  
Unit 72022                                         
EPO-AE09509-2022  

 

Which tribes settled 

east of the Jordan 

River? 

Rueben & Gad            

Numbers 32 

REQUESTS 

FOR PRAYER 

**************************                    

Randy Anderson 

Bob Bachmann               

Steve Baker 

Callie Grubb 

Helen Hall 

Thelma Hymer 

Steve Knowles 

John Layman 

Nilah Layman 

David Lively  

Doris Quincy           

Mark Robinson 

Bob Sizemore 

Lorne Sorenson 

Robby Stephens 

Danny Sterman  

Pris Waldren  

Laura Wiley  

Sam Wyatt   

All with health                

concerns  

**************************                
Sophie Bovenizer    

Barb Colwell                                                  

Mae Lasley                

Dale Richter         

Ruby Singleton            

Mag Thacker                          

Ruby Wyatt                

homebound    

************* 

Kevin Baker 

Bereavement 

 

Thomas  

John 11:16                             

 

. During the Thanksgiving season, we remember the many blessings that God has given us. 

Many attend special services with hymns that express that gratitude in words and music. 

Ironically, one of those hymns was written by man who had little for which to be grateful. 

Martin Rinkart was born April 23, 1586 in Eilenburg, Saxony, Germany. Despite being from 

a poor family, he worked his way through school as a minister and chorister. Eventually, he 

earned his M.A. degree from the University of Leipzig. 

After serving other churches in other communities, he returned home to pastor a local 

church in 1617. Unfortunately, his return coincided with the outbreak of the Thirty Years 

War. Historically, this area was plagued by wars, pestilence, famine, and disease. Because 

of the constant warfare, the city had constructed walls around it to protect it. The walls may 

have kept warfare out of the city, but it didn’t keep the many refugees seeking shelter and 

asylum out. Soldiers were also stationed there. 

Obviously, many diseases were spread throughout the city by humans and animals. Com-

bined with overcrowded conditions, epidemics from various diseases broke out. Many peo-

ple died in these epidemics, including his ministerial colleagues. Miraculously, Rinkart re-

mained healthy. He oversaw relief efforts in addition to his ministerial duties. He officiated 

at over 4,000 funerals, including that of his wife, who also died in the epidemic. This left 

him to rear a young family in difficult circumstances with few resources besides his faith in 

God. 

To support his growing family, he became a prolific author of books, poems, and other 

works. One such poem was written as a prayer for his children to recite before meals. “Now 

Thank we all our God” (Nun danket alle Gott) reminded them that whatever circumstance 

God placed them, there is much for which to be thankful. Interestingly, the line about “guide 

us when perplexed” in the second verse, may have been a personal prayer for guidance 

and understanding in such situations. 

 “Now Thank we all our God” was published in a 1636 book. About eleven years later, Jo-

hann Cruger composed a new melody for it. After its 1647 publication, it became the sec-

ond most popular hymn in Germany. (Luther’s “A Mighty Fortress is our God” was No. 1.)   

Finally, Rinkart’s physically robust body wore out. He died December 8, 1649 at age 65 in 

Eilenburg.  The villagers placed a plaque on his residence, commemorating his service and 

faith during a difficult time in history. 

Originally, “Now Thank we all our God” was published with a different melody. The melody 

most often used was composed by Johann Cruger (April 9, 1598, Gross-Briesen, Prussia-

February 23, 1662, Berlin.) Although Cruger had studied theology, he worked as an organ-

ist, musicologist, and composer. Although he composed many works, “Nun Danket” is his 

most familiar work. 

Other composers have found inspiration in the melody. J. S. Bach incorporated it in several 

of his cantatas. The standard harmonization found in most hymnals was based on an ar-

rangement created by Felix Mendelssohn for one of his cantatas. 

Although this hymn is heard at Thanksgiving services, it is also used in Christian weddings 

and other special occasions. It was included as part of Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee 

service in 1897, perhaps in memory of her late husband, Prince Albert, who was from 

Saxony. 

“Now Thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices.                                                                                                             

Who wondrous things have done, in Whom this world rejoices.                                                                                                          

Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way                                                                                                                  

With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.                                                                                                                              

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given;                                                                                                                     

The Son and Him Who Reigns with Them in highest heaven;                                                                                                             

The one eternal God, whom Earth and Heaven adore;                                                                                                                             

For thus it was, is now, and shall be ever more.” 

                                                                                                           --Martin Rickart, 1836. 

 

 

 

Prayer Ministry Team: 

Linda Keller          

513-312-3587                  

Pat Brunner  

 896-6168                                                                                                                 

Helen James  

 867-8221                                                                                               

November 

Prayer                      

Focus: 

 

Being thankful in 

all things.    
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PRAYER MATTERS   from the Prayer Ministry Team 

–The following is adapted from Truth for Life--The Bible Teaching Ministry 

of Alistair Begg. 

FASTING WEEK: November 24th thru November 30th. Please pray and fast at least one meal for lost 

souls, church growth, church finances, our missionaries and that our nation will turn back to God. 

 

 

THE PRAYING BELIEVER 

The act of prayer teaches us our unworthiness, which is a very salutary lesson for proud people 

like us. If God gave us favors without constraining us to pray for them, we would never know how 

poor we are, but a true prayer is an inventory of wants, a catalog of necessities, a revelation of  

hidden poverty.  

While prayer is an application to divine wealth, it is also a confession of human emptiness. The 

most healthy state of a Christian is always to be empty of self and constantly depending upon the 

Lord for provision; to be consistently poor in self and rich in Jesus; to be weak as water personally, 

but mighty through God to do great exploits. This is where prayer comes in, because while it 

adores God, it puts the creature where it should be-in the dust.  

Prayer is in itself, apart from the answer that it brings, a great benefit to the Christian. As the      

runner gains strength for the race by daily exercise, so for the great race of life we acquire energy 

by the holy exercise of prayer. Prayer thins the feathers of God's young eaglets, so that they can 

learn to soar above the clouds. Prayer readies God's warriors and sends them out to combat with 

their sinews braced and their muscles firm. The praying believer comes out of his closet, even as 

the sun rises from the chambers of the east, rejoicing like an athlete about to race. Prayer is the 

uplifted hand of Moses that defeats the Amalekites more than the sword of Joshua; it is the       

arrow shot from the prophet's chamber announcing defeat to the Syrians. Prayer equips human 

weakness with divine strength, turns human folly into heavenly wisdom, and gives the peace of 

God to troubled souls.  

PRAYER: We do not know what prayer cannot do! We thank You, great God, for the mercy-seat, a 

wonderful evidence of your marvelous loving-kindness. Help us to use it properly throughout this 

day! 
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 Operation Christmas Child is November 18-25th. 

 Small Groups that meet at the Kieser’s  November 12 & 26.  

 November 12th- Seniors on the Go  – Max & Erma’s, Bridgewater Falls . Leave the church at 

 11:15am  

******************************************************************************************** 

   Kevin Baker was baptized Oct. 8th at Mercy Hospital. He is the son of Sam & Eva Baker. He 

passed away October 14, 2013. 

******************************************************************************** 

Mark your calendars for the Open Door Pantry Benefit Concert, Nov.3rd at 3pm at the Zion         

Lutheran Church. 

******************************************************************************** 

The families of Kevin Baker want to thank everyone for all the prayers and love during our recent 

illness and the loss of Kevin. We especially want to thank everyone for the cards, donations, and 

the nice luncheon.  

With Christian love, Eva, Sam, Kim, Chris & kids.  

******************************************************************************** 

Dishes from the Baker funeral luncheon are near the coffee service area. 

******************************************************************************** 

The church office will be closed November 28th and 29th for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

******************************************************************************** 

The secretary will be out of the office Thursday, November 7th for her follow up endoscopy. Please 

keep Ellen in your prayers. 

******************************************************************************** 

The December Caller deadline is November 18th. Due to the busy Christmas season, it is very           

important that everyone get their articles and information to the secretary by the deadline. Thank 

you for your cooperation.  

********************************************************************************     
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  Services 

Sunday: 

     Bible School       9:30 am 

 Worship Service   10:30 am  

 Evening Worship    6:00 pm 

 Youth Group     6:00 pm  

Wednesday: 

 Martial Arts Class                6:00 pm                                               

 Evening Bible Study             6:30 pm    

 Worship Team Practice        7:30 pm  

   

November 3      Daylight Savings Time Ends           

November 12      Fun Bunch-Max & Erma’s             

November 12      Small Group Kieser’s                     

November 18      Caller Deadline                                       

November 18      OCC 10-1                                            

November 19      OCC 9-11                                              

November 20      OCC 4-6                                                   

November 21      OCC 12-2                                           

November 22       OCC 2-5                                              

November 23      OCC 10-1                                         

November 24      OCC 1-4                                              

November 25      OCC 9-12                           

November 26      Small Group– Kieser’s                          

November 28        Church Office Closed                       

November 29        Church Office Closed                                                  

November 29       OCC trip to Charlotte                        

November 30       OCC trip to Charlotte         

EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

Operation Christmas Child 

Operation Christmas Child will be November 18-25. Times are listed below.  

Monday  November 18th  10am-1pm                                                                   

Tuesday  November 19th  9am-11am                                                                    

Wednesday          November 20th  4pm-6pm                                                                        

Thursday  November 21st  12pm-2pm                                                                        

Friday   November 22nd  2pm-5pm                                                                       

Saturday  November 23rd  10am-1pm                                                                           

Sunday   November 24th  1pm-4pm                                                                            

Monday  November 25th  9am-12pm  

Our trip to Charlotte will leave on Friday November 29th and return Sunday  December 1st.  

Now is a great time to purchase items to pack a shoe box. Suggested items to include are:  school 

supplies such as crayons, markers, pencils, manual pencil sharpener; wrapped individual candies 

(no chocolate or items that might melt); toiletries such as wash cloth, bar of soap, small plastic cup, 

toothbrush and toothpaste; fun items such as stickers, coloring books, yo-yo, hot wheel cars. Plastic 

shoe boxes are a plus.  Many children carry their boxes for a long time; some use them to carry     

water back to their homes. 

 

  


